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Of the Medicine or Tincture of 
Antimony, as rrell to preferve 
Mans Body in Healthy and to 
divert all defperate tynd incura- 
ble Dijeafes, as alfo to cure- the 
Leprofie of Metals y to purife 
and to tranjhiute them into the 
bejl Gold. 

Written by that Noble and Learned Phi - 
lojopher , Roger Bacon. 


OP THE 


TINCTUJPLE 


OF 

-A JVTIMONY. 


S Tibtum or Antimony } as the 
Philofophers fay, is compo- 
sed .of a Noble Mineral Sulphur, 
which they accounted to be the 
black fecret Lead of the Wife. 
The Arabians call it Afmat or 

Azmatj 


059 .) 

Az,mat ; the Alchymifts retain 
the Name Antimony. 

Addition. The Moors call it 
Antimony , others call it Alabajier , 
or Tarbajon; By the Arabians 
and Spaniards it is called Alcohol . 
Avicenna c. 7. calls it Artemed. 
Alexius of Piedmont , in his le - 
venth Book of Secrets, calls it 
Talch^ , even as JohuJacob IVecker 
renders it in his Books of Secrets; 
but Talcl 'i is far different from 
Antimony. P. liny , Book 33. Chap. 
6* of Antimony. Diojcorides gives 
a preparation of Antimony , Book 
5. Chap. 39. They call it alio 
Stibi , Stimmi , The Germans 

call it Spies glafs , or as George 
Fabricius would rather have it, 
Spies glantx. Gerlandius calls it 
Black Alcophil 3 Altofel 3 or Alirnu t 
others Cofmet, and it is twofold, 
Malculine and Feminine. 

It will lead us to the confidera- 

tioq 
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of higher Myfteries, if we be* 
hold and difcern that Nature 
wherein Gold is exalted, even as 
the fiir.gt have found that this 
Mineral is by God ordained un- 
der the Conftellation of Aries , 
which is the firft Celeftial Sign, 
wherein the Sun takes its Exalta- 
tion, though this be not regard-, 
edb.y the Vulgar j yet dilcreet 
people will know, and the better 
obferve, that even in this place 
alio the-Myfteries and Perpetui- 
ty may in part be confidered with 
great benefit, and in part difco- 
veredv ' ;1 . , 

T'.rBut fbme jgnorant and indif- 
creet people think , that when 
they had Antimony ,• they would 
deal well enough with it by Cal- 
cination, others by Sublimation, 
and fame by Reverberation 
thereby to obtain its great My fie- 
ry and perfeft Medicine. But! 

tejj 
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tell you, that herein this place it 
avajles not in the lea ft , either 
Calcination, Sublimation, or Re-, 
verberation, whereby afterwards 
a perfect extraction can or might 
be done or effected with profit, 
to tranfmute the meaner into a 
better Metallick virtue 5 for it is 
impoffible for you- 

Be not deluded ; fome of the 
Philofophers which have wrote 
of fuch things, as Gebcr, Albertus 
Magnus, Rafis , Rnpccifia, Arijto- 
ile, and many others: But ob- 
ferve this : Some fay, that if An- 
timony be made to a / it'-um or 
Glafs, the bad volatile Sulphur 
is gone, and the Oil which may 
be prepared out of that Glafs, 
will be a very fixt Oil, and.wiil 
really give an ingrefs and Me- 
dicine of perfeftion to the im- 
perfeft Metals. 

Thefe words and opinion are 

m / good 
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good and true , but it will not 
be nor appear fuch indeed j for l 
tell you truly , without conceal- 
ed (peeches , that if you lofe a- 
ny of the aforefaid Sulphur in 
the Preparation or Burning , for 
a (mail fire m ay eaftlv pr ejudice 
it, you then have loft the mie 
penetrating Spirit , which (hould 
make the whole Body of 
mony to a pe rfect re d Oyl, yvhicb^ 
(hould alfo afcend overxhe h elm 
with a delightful fent , a nd cu- 
rious Colo urs 5 obferve likewife, 
that jhe Whole Body ofjthis 
Mineral , jyithall its JVierabers , 
( hould be but_ one Oy l, and a - 
(cend over the helm without 
any lofs of wei ght, exceptingihe 
feces. 

How (hould the Body be 
brought to an Oil , or yield its 
plealant Oil, if it be brought to 
the laft being of its degree, for 

Glafs 
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Glafs is in all things theutmoft 
and laft. 

You (hall likewife know that 
you f hall no t obtain that perfefl : 
noble Oilln the leaft, if it be 

extracted with corre&ed Vine - 

gar poured upon the Antimony ^ 
n or yet by Reverberation ; and 

although its various colours may 

appear , yet is it noOHeltight 
way.; you may indeed get a jUQil, 
but you muft kn ow thait jt hath 
no part of the Tinffure, or pow- 
ex of tranfcnutation in it . 

Now v;e come to the A/annal Ope- 
ration. 

Take in the Name of God, and 
of the Eternal Trinity, fine and 
very pure Mineral Antimony , 
which is fair> white, mafiie, and 
inwardly full of yellow Streaks 
or Veins, aud likewife of red 

and 
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and blew Colours, and fmall 
Veins, this is the beft j pound it 
to fine Powder, diflolve it by 
little and little in Aqua fieg*r,that 
the Water may couquer it. After 
Solution take it out immediately, 
that the Aqua Regis may do it.no 
prejudice , for it will quickly 
diflolve the Tin&ure of the An- 
timony for our Water in its 
nature is like to the Ojlrich, which 
by his heat can digefi: Iron, and 
conlume it to nothing , for the 
Water will confume it, and turn 
it to a Mud, that it (hall remain 
only as a yellow Earth, and then 
is it quite fpoiled. 

Take an Example hereof from 
Silver, which is difiolved, fair, 
pure and fine in thefeour Waters 3 
but if it ftand a night therein, 
while the Water is ftrong and full 
of Spirits, I tell you, your good 
Silver will be corroded to no- 
thing 


C J 5 9 ) 


thing in thefe our Waters, and 
though you would reduce it into 
a'Mafiie Body, you cannot * for 
it : will remain as a pale yellow 
Earth, andfometimes it will run 
together in the form of Horn, or 
of a white Horfe Hoof, which 
you can by no Art reduce into a 
Body. 



i ng to the cuftom of Akl^ynjil i s ^ 
that it may not be corroded with 
its perfect Oil by the Water, 
and burnt up to nothing. 

The Water wherein we, dijjolve if 
thus made. 

R. Vitriol , a pound and a half, 
Salt-Arvtoniac one pound, Azintit 
one pound, Salt-nitre a pound 


and 
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and a half \Sa\t-yymme one pound, 
Allom half a pound 3 thde are 
the Ingredients which belong un- 
to the making of the Water for 
the Solution of Antimony. 

Take and mix them well toge- 
ther 5 at firft diftil very flowly, 
for the Spirits afcend with great- 
er violence than thofe of any 
other common Aqua fortis 3 be- 
ware of its Spirits 3 for their 
Fumes are very fubtile and hurt- 
ful in their penetration; & j u [ co 
When you have adsBerated 
the Antimony well and purely 
from thecorrofive Water, then 
put it into a clean Vial , poure 
good diftillcd Vinegar upon it, 
let it forty dayes and nights to 
putrefie in Horfe-dung, or in 
Balneum Marine , it will be bloud - 
fed. Take it out, and fee how 
thuch is yet to be dillolved, de- 
cant off gently the pure and 
* clear, 
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dear, which is red into a GJafi* 
Gourd, poure other Vinegar 
upon the Faces as before, that if 
any thing (hould yet remain 
therein, it might be diflolvedj 
this muft be done four times in 
fourty days and nights , for if 
any good be in the Faces 3 it will ♦ 
be diflolved in that time, then 
caft the Dregs away as unprofi- 
table, being but Dirt, and to be 
caft to the Dunghill.;,; !, , ;fl q 
Put all the Solutions in a glaftr 
Gourd into Balneum 'Mariajdifkil 
all the tart Vinegar from it, pour 
it on again, or elfe pour frelh, if 
this be too Weak, , it will quick- 
ly diftolve in the Vinegar j diftil 
it again from it, tfjat the Matter 
be quite dry $ then take com- 
mon diftilled Water „ wafti all 
tartnefi from it.iwiththe Vinegar 
imparted to the Matter, then dry 
the Matter in i the Sun, which is 
L of 
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of a very deep red, or elfe dry 
it very well at a gentle fire. 

When the Philofophers find 
our Antimony thus fecretly pre- 
pared, they fay then that its ex- 
ternal nature and virtue is invert- 
ed internally , and the internal 
* caff forth externally, henceforth 
becoming an .Oil, which is con- 
cealed in its innermoft and pro* 
foundeft part, till it be well pre- 
pared, and cannot any more be 
brought into its firft Eflence, un- 
til! the laft Judgment 5 and it is 
true, for fo loon as it feels the 
force of the fire, it flies away in 
a Vapour with all its parts, be 1 
K caufe it is volatile. 
iw£- Some of the common Labo- 
rators 3 tfi us prepared An- 

' timonyS they take one part out, 
becaufe of its confumption, that 
they may the better operate it, 
they mix with it one part of Salt- 

ArtnonidCy 
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Armotiiac^ont part of the Vitrum 
(with others Tit rum ) one part of 
the Reboot/) (with others Cadolt) 
wherewith the* Bodies are clean- 
fed , this mixture they caft Upon 
a pure Luna , and if there were 
eight Ounces of the Luna , they 
found ten Drams of good Gold 
in the feparation., and fometimes 
more and by I this work they 
gained wherewithal to bear their 
Charges, the better to attend 
upon, and attainrqnto thegfeat 
Work. The ignorant called this 
an induftion into the Silver, but 
that is falfe y for this Gold is not 
brought into it by the Spirits, bqt 
every kind i of r Silver hath one 
Ounce of Gold more or lefs in 
the Mark (or 8 Qunces)for Gold 
is fo United with the Nature of 
Silver, that it cannot be fepara- 
ted from it, either by Aqua forty 
or common Antimony ,as the Gold - 
fmiths know. L a But 
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But when the aforefaid Com- 
pofifion is caft upon the Luna in 
the flux, then happens fuch a re- 
paration^ that the Luna doth 
freely let go the ©old implanted 
therein into the Aqua forty and is 
feparated from it , letting irpre- 
cipitate and fink to the bottom, 
which otherwife could not be 
done at all. Therefore it is not 
an induftion into the Luna y but 

a bringing out o£ it. .. . 

But we return again to our 
propofed Work ; for we would 
have only the Oil, which was only 
known to the Wife, and Dot to 
the Ignorant. i - . jj:- * 

- When you have rubified the 
Antimony very well according to 
the former Birettions, you mufli 
have in readinds a Spirit of wine 
well re&ified, pour it over the 
red Powder of Antimony , let it 
four daies and nights in a gentle 

. Balneum 


Balneum Mari that it may dif- 
folve very well. And if then 
any of it remain undiflolved , 
pour frelh Spirit of Wine upon 
it, (et it again into the Bath as 
aforefaid, all will be well diflol- 
vedy and if perhaps any more 
Faces remain, they will be very 
few, cafi: them away, for they 
are good for nothing. Put the 
Solution into a glafs-Gourd,with 
a Head luted upon it, fet it into 
Balneum Maria , with its recei- 
ver to take the Spirits , diftil 
llowly with a Hack heat, till all 
the Spirit of Wine be come o- 
ver, pour it in again upon th* 
dry matter, draw it off again as 
before; this pouring in&abftra- 
fting continue lb often , till you 
fee the Spirit of Wineafcend o- 
ver the helm in various colours, 
then is it time that you follow it 
with a ftrong fire, then will the 
L 3 Spirit 
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Spirit of Wine afcend red into 
the helm, and drop into the Re- 
ceiver like a bloody Oil, and the 
tender Body afcends like a red 
Oilj dropping into the Receiver^ 
truly this is the moft fecret way 
of the Wife, the fo much applau- 
ded Oil of Antimony , it is a no- 
ble, well fented, virtuous, and 
powerful Oil, as you (hall hear 
afterwards. 

But here I will teach and in- 
ftru&. you poor Operators ano- 
ther way, becaufe you. have not 
the Means to attend the great 
work, not as the/ Ancients did, 
with the fep3ratioii of Gold out 
of Silver. ' • • . . 

Wherefore take one part of 
the Oil .» or half an Ounce^of Sa- 
turn , four Ouncesycalcined ac- 
oording to Art, pour the Oil up- 
on the Calx of Saturn , mixing it, 
fet it ten daies and nights in the 
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heat, into the fecret Furnace 3 
every two days augment the fire 
one degree, according to the ca- 
pacity of the Furnace $ after 
four days and nights fet it into 
the third degree of Fire, therein 
let it reft three days and nights, 
then open the Door or Vent of 
the fourth degree, which muft 
likewife continue three days and 
nights 3 afterwards take it out, 
the Saturn will be above black, 
like unto Charcole duft, but un- 
der this black duft you will find 
other Colours, throughout pure, 
red, yellow, which flux with Ve- 
netian Borax , you will find it 
converted into good Gold by 
the power of our Oil, fo have 
you means again to fet forward 
the great work. ' 

We return again to our pur- 
pole, where we left off before. 
You have heard, and have been 
L 4 inftrudted 
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inftr.uded how to abftrafr the 
Spirit of Wine with the Oil over 
the helm into the Receiver., > and 
to ule it for the work to convert 
Saturn into Gold. But tve will 
now hafteo to the ether work of 
the Tincture, and give! advice 
concerning it. It wiji therefore 
be necellary to feparate the Spi- 
rit of Wine again from the Oil,, 
which do asfollowetb s ; ‘ • 

Take the .mixture of the Spi- 
rit of Wine, hand of the Oil, fet 
it into Balneum Maris 5! diftil the 
Spirit of Wine only from the 
Oil with a very flack heat, fo 
that) you may be afl'ured that 
there is no more of the Spirit to 
be fount! in'X:bis inoft precious 
Oil, which you- may eafily, try, 
when you feu fome of the drops 
alcend over with the Spirit of 
W ine, it, is a iiga that the Spirit 
of Wine if fepafcated from the 

Oil, 
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Oil,then remove all the fire from 
under the Bath, how little loever 
it be, that it may cool the foon- 
er. Take away the Receiver 
with the Spirit of Wine, flop it 
very dole, for it is full of Spi- 
rits which it hath retained from 
the Oil, as you will hear after- 
wards: But in Balneum Maria 
you will find that blefied Oil of 
Antimony red as Bloud j take it 
out y walh the Lute off by gen- 
tle mollification, that nothing im- 
pure may fall into that curious 
red Oil, when you take the head 
off, referve it carefully, that by 
no means it may receive preju- 
dice , for you have a Celeftial 
Oil, which in a dark night Ihines 
like a glowing Cole, and this is 
the reafon, becaufe its internal 
power and foul is caft forth ex- 
ternally, the hidden Soul being 
now revealed, lhining through 

the 
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the pure Body as a Candle 
through a Lanthorn, even io at 
the laft day, tbele pur invifible 
internal Souls {hall be revealed, 
and feen out of the Body, (hining 
as the clear Sun : So keep each 
apart, as well the Spirit of wine 
full of power, and wonderful in 
curing humane Diftempers, as al- 
(b the blefied, red, noble, celefti- 
al Oil, which tranfmutes all the 
Difeafesof the imperfeft Metals 
into the perfe&ion of Gold and 
the power of the fpiritual Wine 
extends very far being rightly 
ufed. 

. jl tell you, you have obtained 
a Celeftial Medicine, to cure all 
the Difeafes and Diftempers of 
Mans Body $ its ufe is, as fol- 
lowed j 

- K • *' i s ’ * - ■ 1 ' ' * • * 

•.! • : . * Ik 
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A 

In the Gout. 


Give three drops in a Cup of 
Wine fading to the Party, juft 
at the time when he feds the be- 
ginning of his mifery, anguifh 
and pain to come upon him, the 
fecond and third, ule it in like 
manner $ it allaies all pain the 
fir ft day how great foever it bej 
and prevents Swelling 5 the fe- 
cond day it caufes Sweat, which 
is very nafty, tough and thick, 
very foure in tafte, and of an e- 
vil lent, and tnoft of all in thofe 
parts where the Members are u- 
nited and joined together by the 
Joints 5 and if you fhould give 
none in the third day , yet will 
there be a purgation of the 
Veins, and of the Excrements, 
without any moleftationor pain 5 
is not this a great power of Ma- 
ture ? In 
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I 

In the Leprojie. 

At the firfl: time take fix drops 
fading , and caufe the impure 
party to be alone, free from 
found people, in a place far di- 
ftant, and commodious 5 for all 
his Body will begin to fend forth 
Fumes and Steams, like unto a 
ftinking Fog, and Vapours a- 
bundantly ^ the next will Scales 
and much Uncleannefs fall from 
his Body 5 then let him have 
three drops of this 'Medicine, and 
let him take it in on the fourth 
day, afterwards on’ the eighth 
or ninth day by the affiftance of 
Gods Grace and Blefting, he will 
be quite clean. 

, ‘ >. . ' 1 ,• , 

In the Apoplexie- 

r . 1.. li ' *1 .'T* 1 . 

* r, Let one drop fall upon (he 

tongue 
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tongue of the Patient, it will at- 
traft it forth immediately like 
unto a Mift or Fume, and reftore 
the party again ; but if he were 
taken in the Body, or in the 
Members and Limbs, then give 
him three drops at once if) good 
Wine, as you have been taught 
in the Gout. , 

'• ’ J\> 

i In the Dr op fie. 

Give one drop in baulm wa- 
ter, or Valerian water fix days 
together, the (eventh day give 
three drops in good wine, and 
it is fufficient. r 

* * i 

* ’ ' * i i \ 

In the Fulling Sirfnefs , and its 
kinds 3 as Epilepjie , Cata/epjie } 
and Analepfie . • 

In the beginning of the Fit 
give the Patient two drops in 

Sage- 
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Sage-water, after three hours, 
give him three drops more, and 
it is Efficient. But if in cafe any 
thing fhould ftir again, give him 
two drops, as hath been laid. 

f In a Hetikk. 

Give the party two drops the 
firftday in water of Violets, the 
lecond day two drops more in 

good Wine. 

6 / J, rf! . . • ' , 

• In Agnes. 

•v; h, / r,T ii ,u 

Give the party three drops in 
the beginning of the Fit, early 
in a morning, in good diftilled 
water of St. Johns wort, or of 
Succory, and the next day two 
drops more falling. 

■ . -'l !!.; t* • l a 


075 ; 

.. i 

In the Plague. 

. < : i i 

Give the Patient feven drops 
in good Wine, let the infe&ed 
party be alone,and let him fweat 
well upon it, by the Divine A f- 
fiftance that poifon will not pre- 
judice him as to his Life. 

• ' ' . » It ' 

For >a prolongation of a healthful 
» t ' .'.Life. ■ ' ,‘J .hi* 

' ' *• - •; ■ ’ . f 

Take and give two drops at 
the beginning and entrance of 
the Spring, and in the beginning 
or entrance of Autumq likewife 
two drops 3 every one that Co 
takes it, is freed, and well pre- 
lerved from unhealthful; and in- 
fectious Air, except the Dileale 
were by Almighty God ordain- 
ed ^for the death of the party. 
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We will now ftep further to 
the Oil, and its Power, and (hew 
how by it the Difeafes of the 
impure Bodies of the Metals 
may be cured, t , ' ■ 

In the Name of God, take 
very pure, fine, refined Gold, as 
much as you will, or think to 
be (ufficient,diflolve it in a refti- 
fied Wine, as is ufiial to make 
Aqua vita; ; after iblution of the 
Gold, fet it a Moneth in digefti- 
on j this diftil in a Bath very 
flow and gently, diftil the Spirit 
of Wine divers times from it* 
fo long till you fee your Gold 
lie at the bottom like a Juice ; 
This is the true way and mean- 
ing of fome of the Ancients, 
to prepare Gold; r But I will 
(hew and teach you a? way much 
readier, better, and more bener 
ficial 5 that in ftead of this pre- 
pared Gold, you take one part 
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of the Mercury of Gold , as I 
have taught the making of it in 
another place$abftraft from it its 
Water of Airinefs, that it may 
be a fubtle Duft, and take two 
parts of our blefled Oil, poure 
the Oil very (lowly upon the 
Dufl: of the Mercury of Gold , 
till all be in it, fet it in a Vial well 
lealed, in the heat of the firft 
degree of the (ecret Furnace j 
therein let it (land ten dayes and 
nights , your Powder and Oil 
will be quite dry, of a black 
gray colour. After ten days give 
it the heat of the fecond degree, 
the gray and black colour will by 
little and little become white, 
tillatlaftit will be of a heavenly 
white, and at the end of the ten 
days it will begin to be of a pure 
red, but let not this trouble you* 
for all thefe Colours proceed on- 
ly from the Mercury of Gold, 
M which 
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which fwalloweH, up our blelled 
Oil. and now conceals m.th^ in-? 

WiPl' 



fire^ ancj c^ft it forth from with- 
Predopinatg 
over it with its hot .fed Colour, 
and be continually outwards. 
And thetefore it will be time, 

-Liii • r> . lt.» r ' Ji. 4 •- 

alter., the; expiration or twenty 
<3ay/ x ‘ tjiat you open the window 
of^t^third degree. , wherein 
the (external white Colour and 
Power wili by .little and little. 
e mWd« t p;h|.mward parted 
the internal red Colour will turn 
outward by thefprpeor thefirc^ 
Keep this degree or heat ten, 
d£ys vyithont‘dimin,ution or.apgr 
mentation of it,.. you will fee a 
Powtler .which before was white^ 
to. pe now very red, but let hoc 
re.dnefe trouble y oh, for tis yet 

unfix’d - 
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unfix ’<} and volatile,); And after; 
thefe ten daysare ; 'ended, thirty, 
d4)S)feing in all expired, then 
open the laft window of the (l laft 
degree of fire, keep it ten .days 
in this degree, this high red pou,- 
der will then begin to' flux, let 
it fi;ai)di fo in /flux the tend^ys, 
then rake it out, you will fin'd jar 
tbe;jbQttotn aj very high , retf, 
t ran fp. 4 rent ftone' jof : a Ruby C^o- 
Jdar'i, fluX’di,a.WO.rd.ing to the 
form? of: the Glafsjjas; is taught- in 
the Treatife. of Vitriol ,' vvhere- 
wi tli): you- mayj -make pro je&ion. 
Praife Cod fqt fucfi fiis.high Re- 
velation; and thapk him tor ever, 
4wep*\iiO »c • • . Jv'tn 

. Ilj n ii i!>; v i"- v ) 

• Its Multiplication. 

Ijffd </i i . jflCit ii f • - * \ 

The Ancient-- Wile v having 
found ; the Stone, and prepared 
it to a perfeftpd\ve>j. and mut-a* 
f , oj Ma tion 
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tion of the iroperfeft Metals into 
Gold, havea long time enquired 
whether a thing were not to be 
found to augment the power of 
the Stone $ and they found two 
kinds of Augmentation, one of 
the power of it, fo that the Stone 
may be brought much higher 5 
of this multiplication you will 
find dire&ion in the Treatifoof 
Gold. The other Augmentati- 
on is an augmentation of the 
quantity of the Stone, in its for- 
mer power, fo that it receives 
no more, nor lofes any thing of 
its power, though it increafo in 
weight, and augment more and 
more, that out of one Ounce ma- 
y,ny Ounces arife and increafo. 

>■' The Augmentation or Multi- 
plication is done as followethj 
Take your Stone in Gods Name , 
grind it to a fobtile powder, add 
to it as much of the Mercury of 

Gold, 
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Gold, as is taught before, put 
them together into a fine round 
Vial, leal it hermetically, let it 
into the fiery Furnace, proceed- 
ing as you have been inftru&ed 
before, only this time is fliorter, 
for whereas before you had ten 
(thirty) days, now you need no 
more than four (ten) days,other- 
wife the work is one and the 
lame. 

Praile and give thanks to AJ- 
mighty God for his high Reve- 
lation, continue in Prayer for his 
Grace and Divine Bleffing in this 
Art and Operation, as likewile 
for continuance of Health and 
Profperity 3 withal let the" poor 
be recommended to your Help * 
and Charity. 

Glory be to Almighty God , 
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